
A History of Cross Lanes 
Introduction 
Cross Lanes is at least 800 years old and therefore ranks with Guildford Castle Keep as one of 

Guildford’s oldest landmarks. 

Cross Lanes is an ancient “Green Lane” that originally ran from Stoke, across Stoke Park and up to 

the Manorial Court at Warren Farm on Browning’s Down. Part of Cross Lanes has survived as a 

“Green Lane”, a sunken track running between earthen banks, crowned by an ancient hedgerow. It 

is a pleasant walk, connecting Stoke Park to the Downs. 

 

Figure 1: Cross Lanes 2014 

Cross Lanes is a natural corridor for wildlife, only 1000m from Holy Trinity Church, in the town 

centre. 

Cross Lanes marks the SE boundary between Holy Trinity and Christchurch Ward. 



Early History of Cross Lanes 
Cross Lanes is an ancient “Green Lane” that originally ran from Stoke next Guildford, across Stoke 

Park and up on to Browning’s Down. Part of the original Cross Lanes has survived as a sunken track 

running between steep earthen banks, crowned by an ancient hedgerow. The undeveloped part of 

Cross Lanes runs from Cranley Road, crossing Epsom Road and finishing at Warren Road, a total of 

600m. It is a pleasant walk/cycle track, connecting Stoke Park to the Downs. 

The earliest reference to Cross Lanes is in 1205, when King John sold the manor of Stoke next 

Guildford to the Bishop of London. The manor house was across the river Wey in Stoughton. In the 

13th century, Stoughton became a separate manor. The Bishop, who did not live in Stoke set up the 

Manorial Court, which administered the manor, in Warren Farm on Browning’s Down. 

To put the date of 1205 in context, Guildford Castle also dates from that period, with work starting 

on the original Castle Keep in 1140. This makes Cross Lanes one of Guildford’s oldest historical 

landmarks. 

 Incredibly this “Green Lane” has survived in a built up area, no more than 1000m from Holy Trinity 

Church, in the centre of Guildford. 

The Roque map dated 1768 shows London Road, Epsom 

Road and Warren Road, with Cross Lanes running from 

Stoke Park, up to the Downs. 

The Waterden Road Conservation Area “Study and 

Character Appraisal” which is approved as Supplementary 

Planning Guidance, also refers to Cross Lanes. “It is 

interesting to note that Cross Lanes, which lies just beyond 

the edge of the Conservation Area, remains as an ancient 

track way formed perhaps by the villagers of Stoke on their 

way to their own manorial courts being held at Warren 

Farm”. 

 The lane, was originally a part of Stoke next Guildford. In 

1835 Guildford was enlarged. Cross Lanes became the 

municipal boundary between Guildford and Stoke. The 

Cranley Road Area remained in Stoke next Guildford. 

In 1904 the Cranley Road Area was absorbed into 

Guildford and Cross Lanes is now the boundary between 

the Christchurch and Holy Trinity wards. 

Prior to the coming of the railways in 1845, the area that was to become Cranley Road, was open 

farmland, with some extraction of chalk from a number of pits which followed the chalk horizon on 

the north face of the Downs. Two of these pits survive at Pit Farm and in Meads Road off Boxgrove 

Road. The land was owned by Nathaniel Hillier. The Ordnance Survey map (1816) shows only 

Watford Farm, London Road, Epsom Road and Cross Lanes. 

Figure 2: The Rocque Map - 1768, shows Cross Lanes 



In 1801 Nathaniel Hillier bought Stoke Park from William Aldersey and moved into Stoke Park 

House. Nathaniel Hillier died in 1810 and the estate passed to his elder daughter Harriet and then, 

as she was childless, to her younger sister Susannah. Susannah Hillier was married to Thomas 

Cranley Onslow, the younger brother of the 3rd Earl of Onslow. Their son William Hillier Onslow 

was born in 1853 and became the heir to both the Onslow Estate and Stoke Park when he became 

the 4th Earl of Onslow in 1870. 

Victorian/Edwardian History (1845 – 1914) 
Guildford began to grow with the opening of the Guildford to London (via Woking) railway in 1845. 

However, there was no significant development in what was to become the Cranley Road Area until 

1867 when work started on the new railway line (Guildford to London via Cobham). 

The 1874 Ordnance Survey shows no roads or railways, other than London Road, Epsom Road, 

Cross Lanes and Boxgrove Road. 

The new line and London 

Road Station were opened 

in 1885. The railway was 

built in a deep cutting that 

cut off access to Watford 

Farm and the chalk pits at 

Pit Farm. Bridges were built 

at London Road, Cross Lanes 

and Boxgrove Road. These 

three bridges shaped the 

future development of the 

area. 

In 1892 William Hillier 4th 

Earl of Onslow returned 

from New Zealand (where 

he was Governor). Between 

1892 and his death in 1911, 

the Earl of Onslow began to develop the Cranley Road area, selling land for large out of town villas. 

Cranley Road and Pit Farm Road were created to provide access to the farms (Warren and Pit 

Farm), from Cross Lanes in the West and Epsom Road (then Merrow Road) in the South. Cranley 

Road, was named after one of the Earl of Onslow’s family names. His father was Thomas Cranley 

Onslow. 

Cross Lanes between London Road and Cranley Road was developed as a normal urban class D 

road, with two way traffic and pavements either side. 

The 1896 Ordnance Survey shows Cross Lanes, together with Lower Edgeborough Road, Cranley 

Road and Pit Farm Road 

Figure 3: Ordinance Survey map 1805 - 1874 



Hilgay House was built in 1892 on the land between Cross Lanes, Cranley Road and Watford Farm. 

This was demolished in the 1960s but the coach house remains as Hilgay and Farthing Cottages. 

Cranley Lodge was built on the South side of Cranley Road, next to Cross Lanes. The lodge survives. 

It is now divided into flats. The White Cottage (formally the coach house) and Vanners (formally 

outbuildings) to the rear of Cranley Lodge, were sold by the Earl of Onslow to George Baxter in 

1895, with access from Cross Lanes. 

After the War 
In 1953 Planning permission was granted for Newlyn Cottage, a new bungalow, on Cross Lanes, 

adjacent to Vanners. 

A connection to the main sewer in Maori Road was achieved by a right of way across No 11 Maori 

Road. 

In the 1970’s a planning application to build a house in the rear garden of No 5 Maori Road, with 

access from Cross Lanes was refused.  

Currently, because of the restricted width of the lane and lack of passing and turning places, there 

is no access to the three houses on Cross Lanes for Refuse Collection, Recycling or Deliveries. 

Delivery lorries have to park on Cranley Road and items are carried to the houses. This includes 

Removal vehicles, when moving house.   

The remaining 532m of Cross Lanes, to Warren Road, is an unmade track 2.2m wide for pedestrian 

and cycle use. 

 

Cross Lanes Today 
 

Cross Lanes runs from Stoke Park (London Road) 

up to the Downs (Warren Road). It consists of 

three sections. 

 The first section, from London Road to Cranley 

Road, is an unclassified (residential) road, open 

to all traffic and subject to a 30 mph speed 

restriction. It was developed after 1885, when 

the London Road Railway Station was opened 

and a bridge built across the railway at Cross 

Lanes, to give access to Watford Farm. 

 

 

Figure 4 Map of Cross Lanes 



Despite its looks the middle section, between Cranley Road and Epsom road, is also an unclassified 

residential road open to all traffic.  

At the Cranley Road end of Cross Lanes, three properties have access to Cranley Road via the lane 

(The white Cottage, Vanners and Newlyn Cottage). Approximately one third of the lane has had its 

width increased from 2.2m to 3.7m to provide vehicular access up to Newlyn Cottage. 

 

 

Cross Lanes is not open to traffic other than foot and cycle, beyond Newlyn Cottage, because it is 

un-metalled and for the most part only 2.2m wide, sunk between earthen banks, with no turning or 

passing places. It is used by walkers, joggers and cyclists. 

 

The middle section, from Cranley Road to the Epsom Road is also classified as an unclassified road, 

but is maintained as a Green Lane. 

Figure 5: Entrance to Cross Lanes from Cranley Road 



 

Figure 7: Cross Lanes, looking South from Newlyn Cottage to Epsom Road 

Figure 6: Entrance to Cross Lanes, looking North from Epsom Road 



The final part of Cross Lanes, from the Epsom Road up to Warren Road is a footpath with no 

vehicular access. 

 

Figure 9: Cross Lanes Exit to Warren Road 

Figure 8: Entrance to Cross Lanes, looking South from Epsom Road 



Cross Lanes as aHeritage Site 
Cross Lanes is at least 800 years old and therefore ranks with Guildford Castle Keep as one of 

Guildford’s oldest landmarks. It appears on the earliest Maps as a Green Lane linking Stoke to the 

Downs. See Appendix A for the History of Cross Lanes. 

The 1768 Rocque map shows Cross Lanes running through open fields, from London Road, across 

the Epsom Road and up to the downs at Warren Road. 

Today, the majority of Cross Lanes, has survived as a sunken track running between steep earthen 

banks, crowned by an ancient hedgerow which has grown into a green canopy. 

Residential development threatens to destroy its character as a Green Lane. 

Cross Lanes should be recognised as a heritage site worth preserving. 

Cross Lanes as an Amenity 
Cross Lanes today, is an amenity enjoyed by walkers, joggers, cyclists and school children who use it 

as a traffic free route to the Downs and the three local schools. 

It is also a natural corridor for wildlife, linking Stoke Park to the Downs. 

Incredibly for a Green Lane, its only 1000m from Holy Trinity Church, in the town centre. 

Widening the lane for residential development and the ensuing traffic, threatens to destroy its 

attraction and amenity to walkers, joggers, cyclists and wildlife. 

 

Figure 10 Cross Lanes – Walking, Jogging and Cycling 
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